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Restorative 

Justice 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Starting a new chapter after 21 years. First Sunday in more than two decades that Rob Carr is not the pastor of NOCC.We need time to celebrate and grieve his ministry as we begin our renewal journey



Birth 

Formation 

Stability 
Renewal 

Life Cycle of a Church 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
More than 4 decades ago a handful of families in the Northland gathered to create this wonderful worship community we know as North Oak Christian Church. It has been a remarkable journey, and one that must now begin exploring what life might be like for the next generation



Life Cycle of a Church 
Birth 

Formation 

Stability 

Decline 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have enjoyed an uncommon level of stability over the past twenty plus years, and we will have to be intentional about moving to renewal and not slipping into decline.



NOCC at a Crossroads 

• Who are we? 
• Who is our neighbor? 
• What are we here for? 
• What is God calling us 

to do? 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a pivotal moment in the life of our church. We need to take time to answer some fundamental questions as a congregation as we chart our path forward.



What’s the Future of NOCC? 

“If you don’t know 
where you are 
going, any road will 
take you there.” 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is a natural anxiety associated with Rob’s departure. We relied on his pastoral leadership to guide us as we celebrated and mourned life’s most important moments. His spiritual guidance was a constant in our life, and now it’s gone.We need to work together over the next several months to intentionally determine the direction of North Oak Christian Church.As the Cheshire Cat said…Or in the words of 20th Century Philosopher Yogi Bera…



  



New Beginnings 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
New beginnings are always exciting, but they also require careful preparation and planning to be successful. This is an opportunity for NOCC to grow in new ways and to explore worship and ministry that might be outside our norm today, but we need to make that determination together.Use vacation analogy here. A family of three decides to go on vacation…



  

December 1, 2030… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’d like for you to do a little visioning exercise with me.Close your eyes. The date is Sunday, December 1, 2030, the first Sunday of Advent ten years from now.You come into the building and the foyer is buzzing. Hugs all around as we greet each other in Christ and kids are finding their favorite grown ups to share a new story.You are sitting in the sanctuary. What does it look like? What gifts have the visual artists among us shared on the altar…Can you hear the music? What is the choir singing? Can you feel the spirit in the music?What message is our pastor sharing? Are you inspired? Are you learning?It’s time for announcements and the list is long because we are living the gospel in the Northland, making a difference in the lives of our friends and neighbors… What mission work are we doing?Now open your eyes. What will it take to make that vision come true?



A Time for 
Discernment 



Congregational 
Discernment 

Bringing us together in 
prayer and deep 

reflection to listen for how 
God’s Spirit is leading us, 
and to chart our path for 

renewal 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We will begin this process together in January, but I’m asking you to begin your prayerful reflection now. What is North Oak Christian Church called to be in 2025 or 2030?Explain discernment process



NOCC at a Crossroads 

• Who are we? 
• Who is our neighbor? 
• What are we here for? 
• What is God calling us 

to do? 

 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
I don’t know where this journey will lead, but I’m confident that together, and God’s help, we’ll find the path that leads to renewal for North Oak Christian Church.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
And when we do, we will celebrate as a community of faith, committed to living the gospel and making a difference in our community.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’d like to shift gears, and spend a few minutes focused on reconciliation.We just finished an election cycle that polarized and divided our country and our community. Bruce Melhman is a political analyst and consultant I follow and a couple of days after the election he released the following report



Bruce Mehlman  
@bpmehlman 

Nov. 10, 2020 

America Decided… America’s Divided 

Everything Changed and Nothing Changed 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
His headlines say it all. We decided we are divided, everything changed and nothing changed.We will have a new president and a new administration, but we are no less divided or polarized.



A Nation Deeply Divided 

80,000,000 Votes 74,000,000 Votes 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In fact, no matter who you voted for, 74 million or 80 million of our friends and neighbors voted for the other guy.Unfortunately, political partisanship has become deeply personal for some, and a vote for one candidate or the other is not just an expression of political preference in a democratic process, it’s become tied to our sense of identity.When we allow that to happen, it’s harder to see the Christ in ourselves and in others.



The Proliferation of Micro-Cultures 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And identity politics are impacting more than the two major parties. Our ability to sort and select information from an infinite number of sources and the impact of algorithms that constantly reinforce our current worldview through endless echo chambers creates micro-cultures that reject all who don’t share their perspective on any given issue.This challenge is even greater in 2020 when we are socially isolated an unable to connect with friends and loved ones who help us smooth the rough edges of more strident positions.



The Body of 
Christ has no 
Spare Parts 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But here’s the good news!We are all part of the body of Christ. It’s time for us to look beyond politics and reject the divisiveness driven by media looking to inflame more than inform.We can and should work harder to find the Christ in ourselves and the Christ in others today and every day. It’s not an easy task in today’s environment and I need your help. Supporting each other on this journey is a gift we can give to everyone.  



Our Call at NOCC 

“If you judge people, you 
have no time to love them.” 

- Mother Teresa 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are called to love…



Our Call 

Shaped by God’s 
Word and Graced at 
Christ’s Table 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And we have proclaimed our call at North Oak Christian Church



Our Call 

We Walk Humbly… 



Our Call 

We Love Deeply… 



Our Call 

We Live Simply… 



Our Call 

We Serve Joyfully… 



 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old 
has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to 
himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  that God 
was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins 
against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. ”  
                                                                                  2 Corinthians 5: 17-19 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
God calls us to a ministry of reconciliation in this scripture from second Corinthians 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The third and final topic for today is Restorative Justice



“In recognizing the humanity of 
our fellow beings, we pay 

ourselves the highest tribute.” 
- Thurgood Marshall, Former Associate 

Supreme Court Justice 



Restorative Justice 

A Christian tradition that recognizes 
that injustice causes harm to people, 
relationships and the community.  

1. Respect 

2. Accountability 

3. Healing 

4. Empathy 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A Christian tradition normally applied to the criminal justice system, it can also be applied to social justice issues as well. It has four key pillars…



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our nation has been actively actively struggling with civil rights and racial justice since the 1960’s, and the legacy of slavery for more than 400 years, but the deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor and too many others have served as a catalyst for change that we as Christians are called to address.



Yep, this makes us 
uncomfortable 

It’s OK to be 
uncomfortable 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I get it. It makes me uncomfortable too. We don’t know what to say, we’re afraid we’ll use the wrong words, we don’t understand all the issues and we feel overwhelmed and uncomfortable. It’s OK to be uncomfortable and still engage and learn how to do better.(Share stories of companies on the journey)Like those companies, we’re all at a different place in our journey, and the only way we make progress is to lean in an move forward.



Two Initial Steps 
1. Announce the injustice 

2. Say what must be done to move 
forward 

Michael Eric Dyson – Georgetown Scholar and 
Author of “Tears We Cannot Stop.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We may not know how to do either at this point, but we can still begin the process of learning.



Four Agreements for Courageous Conversations 
1. Stay engaged: Staying engaged means 

“remaining morally, emotionally, intellectually, 
and socially involved in the dialogue.” 

2. Experience discomfort: This acknowledges that 
discomfort is inevitable, especially, in dialogue 
about race, and that participants make a 
commitment to bring issues into the open. It is 
not talking about these issues that create 
divisiveness. The divisiveness already exists in 
the society. It is through dialogue, even when 
uncomfortable, the healing and change begin. 

 

3. Speak your truth: This means being 
open about thoughts and feelings and 
not just saying what you think others 
want to hear. 

4. Expect and accept non-closure: This 
agreement asks participants to “hang 
out in uncertainty” and not rush to quick 
solutions, especially in relation to racial 
understanding, which requires ongoing 
dialogue. 

 
Originally developed by Glenn Singleton, M. Ed., Stanford 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
David Nelson, this reminds me of the good work you do with Vital Conversations!Share Jackie Howard story after #3



“The best way to 
solve problems and 
prevent war is 
through dialogue.” 
 - Malala Yousafzai, Nobel 

Laureate  
 



To Be Welcoming… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What will it truly mean for us to be welcoming as North Oak Christian Church? That’s something worth exploring in our discernment process.



 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Describe Starbucks program.Includes class, race, political affiliation, ethnicity, physical disability, sexual orientation and more.Send me an email if you would like to join Souljourners in the class.



 

The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look 
after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra 
expense you may have.’ “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor 
to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” The expert in the law 
replied, “The one who had mercy on him. Jesus told him, “Go and do 
likewise.” 
              Luke Chapter 10: 35-37 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It’s time for us to do justice, love kindness, walk humbly with our God…and be welcoming.



Read 
• Between the World and Me, Ta-Nehisi Coates 
• From Slavery to Freedom, John Hope Franklin 
• Why We Can’t Wait, Martin Luther King Jr. 
• Caste, Isabel Wilkerson 
• White Kids: Growing Up with Privilege in a Racially 

Divided America, Dr. Maggie Hagerman 
• The Autobiography of Malcolm X, Alex Haley 
• White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People to 

Talk About Racism, Robin DiAngelo 
• Children’s books: 

– Black Boy Joy, Charlitta Crowder Hatch 
– Antiracist Baby, Ibram X. Kendi 
– New Kid, Jerry Craft 

Watch 
• The African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross, PBS 

documentary series 
• Just Mercy, film based on book of the same title by 

Bryan Stevenson 
• How to Talk to Your Kids About Race, Seattle Girls 

School Virtual Town Hall 
• Let’s Get to the Root of Racial Injustice – Megan 

Ming Francis, TedxRainier 
Listen 
• Silence is Not an Option, Don Lemon hosted podcast 
• 1619, New York Times podcast 
• Nice White Parents, New York Times podcast 

Resources 



Time For Us To Be 
Welcoming 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Renewal



Time For Us To Be 
Welcoming 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Reconciliation



Time For Us To Be 
Welcoming 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Restorative Justice



Time For Us To Be 
Welcoming 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And the coming of the Christ Child on this first Sunday of Advent.Amen
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